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The International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW) condemns Israel’s 
military strikes on Iran and calls for an immediate ceasefire to prevent further escalation and the 
loss of civilian life. 
 
Iran is not currently assessed by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) or the US 
government to have an active nuclear weapons program. This attack by a nuclear-armed state 
undermines ongoing US-led diplomatic efforts to restore non-proliferation efforts in the region. 
 
IPPNW urges Iran to fully comply with its obligations under the 1970 Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) and IAEA safeguards, and to re-engage in negotiations with the United States at 
the earliest possible date. Israel, the region’s only nuclear-armed state, must support these efforts 
and take concrete steps toward disarmament, notably by participating in the establishment of a 
Middle East Weapons of Mass Destruction Free Zone. We urge Iran, Israel, and all UN Member 
States to join the nearly 100 states that have already signed on to the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). 
 
The declared nuclear weapons states – the US, Russia, China, France, and the UK – bear 
substantial responsibility for the progressive weakening of the global non-proliferation regime.  
Not only have they failed to honor their disarmament obligations under the NPT, but they are 
also going further by making massive investments in new nuclear weapons and capabilities. The 
US decision under the first Trump administration to withdraw from the 2015 Iran nuclear deal 
(JCPOA) is another major contributing failure that has led to this latest regional and global crisis.   
 
The humanitarian and environmental consequences of any use of nuclear weapons would be 
catastrophic. A single nuclear detonation over any major city would cause mass casualties and 
overwhelm health systems; a nuclear war of any size would trigger global climate disruption and 
a famine that could affect billions. Humanity is already closer to nuclear war than at any point 
since the Cold War. We cannot survive the addition of another nuclear-armed state. 
 
There is no military solution to the growing risk of nuclear proliferation. Indeed, war and armed 
violence further incentivizes states to seek nuclear weapons. The only reliable path to security is 
through diplomacy and the irreversible elimination of nuclear weapons. 
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